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nents of  the Union of  1707, thought, like many of  his contemporaries, 
that the system of  transportation was the panacea for solving the endemic 
problem of  vagrancy:
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The  system  of   transportation  was  not  unanimously  approved  of  
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of  Malcolm Prentis who speaks of  “the so-called ‘Scottish Martyrs’”, 5 
a process which casts doubts as to the validity of  the notion. Yet other 
historians seem to be less critical of  the notion, such as Clive Emsley, who 
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This  speech  was  to  have  wide-reaching  consequences:  Muir  was 
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ties. Although The Telegraph: A Consolatory Epistle was actually not written 
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   26.  Some historians attribute the poem to Th. Muir; see for example T. Devine who writes that 
“Thomas Muir in The Telegraph: A Consolotary [sic] Epistle, a long poem to his friend Henry Erskine, 
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mentions the “lengthy poem Thomas Muir addressed to his fellow reformer Henry Erskine in Scot-
land” (R. Hughes, The Fatal Shore, p. 178). Yet the catalogue of  the National Library of  Scotland 
clearly indicates that the poem was actually written by George Hamilton, a minister of  Gladsmuir.
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Let  us  briely  mention  some  elements  of   the  remaining  part  of  















anti monarchical views he had expressed in the Rights of  Man and he 
was forced to lee to France to avoid prosecution. It was in exile that he 
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